XODUS O AZZ
ODUCTION Show Announcement — Sept. 6, 2008

Exodus To Jazz proudly presents “The Rematch: Mulgrew Miller - Johnny O’Neal Piano Duel” on Friday,
September 12, 2008 at The Hyatt Regency Hotel.

Join the Exodus to an exciting evening of jazz! With their initial face-off judged a draw, these premier artists
promise stirring musical interplay on the highest level. The rhythmic foundation will be provided by the
dynamic duo of drummer Rodney Green and bassist Ivan Taylor.

Artist Highlights:

Mulgrew Miller’s was motivated to play jazz watching a television performance of his idol Oscar
Peterson. Reflecting the additional influences that range from Art Blakey to Tony Williams, Mulgrew
routinely offers interpretations that leave audiences awed by his harmonic, melodic and rhythmic
expressions. His 400+ recordings as leader and sideman attest to his stature among fellow musicians.
Mulgrew’s career breakthrough occurred when he appeared as the substitute pianist for Mercer
Ellington's big band while in his early 20s; his extended stint with the orchestra ran from 1977 to 1980.
His other major career opportunities include stints with Betty Carter, Woody Shaw, and Art Blakey's
Jazz Messengers. In addition, Mulgrew was a founding member of the Tony Williams Quintet (1986-
1994) and has led his own group, Wingspan, since the late 1980s.

Johnny O’Neal’s swinging and highly melodic playing affirms the influences of his idols Oscar
Peterson and Art Tatum. Three events affirm his acclaimed musicianship: 1) playing a solo during a
Carnegie Hall tribute to Oscar Peterson, 2) his 1998 induction into the Jazz Hall of Fame and 3) playing
Art Tatum in the award winning feature film “Ray”. Johnny’s musical skills enabled stints with Ray
Brown, Milt Jackson and Art Blakey’s Jazz Messengers (as Mulgrew Miller’s replacement in 1986).
Johnny performed with Dizzy Gillespie, Sarah Vaughn, Joe Pass, Nancy Wilson, Anita O’Day, Lionel
Hampton, Kenny Burrell, Sonny Stitt, Benny Golson, Eddie “Lockjaw” Davis and Clark Terry, among
others.

Ivan Taylor has been playing the bass since age 9. He had stellar high school musical experiences,
playing with the Illinois All-State Jazz Band, the Grammy Band, and jazz masters Orbert Davis and Von
Freeman. Ivan was a star performer at the 2002 Essentially Ellington competition where he met Wynton
Marsalis; this meeting led him to enroll in the Julliard School of Music. In addition to touring with
Mulgrew Miller, Ivan plays with Soul Cycle, the Julliard Jazz Orchestra, and studies with Ron Carter.

Rodney Green, inspired by Elvin Jones and Tony Williams, was recruited at an early age to perform in
groups led by Christian McBride, Eric Reed, Greg Osby, Joe Henderson, Benny Green, and Tom
Harrell. A two-year stint with Diana Krall advanced his musical maturity, and provided the foundation
for performances in groups led by many jazz greats including Herbie Hancock, Betty Carter, Terell
Stafford, George Benson, Charlie Haden and Shirley Scott.

Show Details:
VENUE: THE HYATT REGENCY HOTEL
LOCATION: 125 MAIN STREET EAST, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14604
SHOW TIMES: 8:00 & 10:00 PM; DOORS OPEN AT 7:00 PM
TICKET PRICES: RESERVED - $30; GENERAL ADMISSION - $25
ADVANCE PURCHASE: TICKETWEB.COM; E-MAIL ORDER TO EXODUSTOJAZZ@AOL.COM

1 look forward to welcoming you to this main event. See you at ringside!
Jose DaCosta



